Trees and shrubs that
bloom before apple Wild y

pollinators
in Wisconsin
apple orchards
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Chokecherry Serviceberry Pussy willow
Prunus virginiana Amelanchier sp. Salix discolor

An introduction to wild orchard
pollinators and how to conserve them.

Plum, cherry Blueberry
Prunus spp. Vaccinium
corymbosum

Additional information on good bee
plants can be found online at:
xerces.org/pollinator-resource-center/
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Pollination is essential
to apple production.

Apples require cross-pollination to produce
fruit. For this to happen, pollen needs to
be transferred from the flower of one
variety to the flower of another variety.

Wild bees are important
apple pollinators.

Bees are the most important pollinators of
apple. In Wisconsin, many apple growers
use managed European honey bees, but
there are also ~80 species of wild, native
bees found in Wisconsin apple orchards.
Wild bees account for about half of all bee
visits to apple blossoms.

Unlike honey bees, the majority of wild
bees are solitary, meaning that there is no
queen or hive. Solitary bees take a full
year to complete their life cycle and are
only active as adults for a few weeks in
the year.
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Wild bee pollinators found in
Wisconsin apple orchards.

Stem nesting bees

Mason bees (Osmia spp.)
Small carpenter bees (Ceratina spp.)

- Solitary
- Nest in hollow stems and twigs
- Size: 0.25 - 0.5 inch

- Flight range: < 500 yards




